
Cascading Style Sheets

CSS Special Effects



Hanging First Letter

• The example uses the float property twice to get the 
desired effect. 

• Float left is applied to the letter "J" then float right is 
applied to the picture of Jerry Rice. 

• Next, align is set to justified, which causes the text to line 
up on both the left and right edge.

• The line-height, padding, and margin setting played a big 
part in making this effect display correctly. You will likely 
need to adjust these settings to meet the needs of your 
application.



Wrap Text Around a Table

• You probably remember from HTML that it was 
impossible to place anything to the right of a 
table unless you nested the table within another 
table. 

• This example uses the float and color properties 
to get the desired effect. Float left is applied to 
each table then color was applied individually.



Highlight Text

• An often desired feature within HTML was the 
ability to highlight text.

• The code below shows you how easy 
highlighting text is using CSS.



Rollover Text Links

• The most common CSS effect found on the 

Internet is rollover text links. 

• This is a link that highlights when the mouse is 

over it. 

• This example uses the "hover" property, which 

takes effect when the mouse is over the link and 

changes the color to red.



Backlite Menu Bars

• The "hover" property, which takes effect when the 

mouse is over an area. 

• In this example, the text buttons have a dark background 

color with white text. 

• To remove the underline from the link the text-decoration 

property is set to none. 

• When the mouse is over the text, the background 

lightens and the text changes color to yellow.



Changing Cursors

• This example is a table of all the cursor options 

available within CSS. 

• Notice how the cursor changes as you move 

your cursor over the table rows to match the one 

being described.



Colorized Forms

• Complete control of colors within forms was a very nice 
addition. 

• The focus property has been added to change the color 
of the input area that is the active one. 

• In this example, all input boxes are light blue by default, 
but turn light yellow when they are the active input.



Shadow Letters

• In HTML, shadow letters were only possible 
using a graphic. 

• In this CSS example, four layers are used to 
create shadowed text. The inner two layers hold 
the colored text and the shadow of the colored 
text, where as the outside two layers help control 
positioning.



Flying Banners

• This example is a very nice advertising banner that 
moves across the screen then disappears after 5 
seconds. 

• Some JavaScript is needed to make the banner move 
across the screen, but you will see it is easy to 
reproduce for your projects.



Flying Banners
• Inserting the JavaScript

• The JavaScript should be placed within the head 

section of the page. The JavaScript starts with 

the <script> tag and ends with the </script> tag. 

You are not required to make any changes to 

the JavaScript to make it work in your pages. 



Using the Banner

• The javascript has been written specifically to work with 

the id="message" attribute. 

• In this example, the "id" has been added to the <div> 

tag. You can place whatever you want between the 

opening and closing <div> tags. The content between 

these tags will move as a group when the banner is 

started. There just happens to be an image and a link, 

but you can put whatever you want in its place. 



Starting the Banner

• To start the banner when the page loads, the 

"onload" attribute is added to the <body> tag. 

This tells the JavaScript to start once the page 

has loaded. Each time the page is reloaded or 

revisited, the banner will display. 



Controlling the Banner

• At the beginning of the JavaScript are some controls for the banner. 
You can control the speed, step, hide delay, start location and end 
location. Each are described below. 

• Speed - This is the delay between movements of the banner. The 
default is 5 millisecs, meaning it will move 200 times in a second. 

• Step - This is how far the banner will progress per move. The default 
is 2 screen pixels per move. 

• Hide - This is how long to wait before making the banner disappear. 
The default is 5000 millisecs, or 5 seconds. 

• Startat - This is the banner starting location. The default is -500 
pixels, which is off the screen to the left. 

• Moveto - This is the banner ending location. The default is 200 
pixels, which should stop it in the display area of all browsers.


